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HOW ITA

. Whitney Warren Tells of Daring Sea Raids, Novel Coast

-

Defences and Vast Difficulties Overcome by Pluck.

and Ingenuity Since Entrance Into the War

By MILTON V. SNYDER.
, Paris Representative of The Sun.
HITNEY WARREN, who has
Just returned from Ttaly,

* twcilition
Balleves the achievements of the navies

of the Allies and especially of that of
have not heen suMclently recog-

Mr. Warren showed THr 8tN corre-
spondent a letter he recelved from a
high officer in the Itallan navy, whose
name (according to the custom now
Imposed by belligerent nations) eannot
be divulged. The writer dimcussos the
causes of Italy's eniry Into the war

- and how hia nation hopes the United
! Btates will bg able to ald.

The writer polnts out that with
Austria holding Trentino, Trieste,
 Istria and Dalmatla, all peopled by
#ona of Italy, and thus controlling the
Adriatie, Italy Is barred from the halls
of her own house and unable to close
her own doors. Apart from the hold-
= Ing of Itallan territory and peoples
Austria Imposes a condition of su-
Ppreme military Imporiance by her con-
* trol of the shores of the Adriatic that
possess the hest naval ports,

"Our battleships are shut up In
Maranto because we do not posszess n
Barbor large or deep énough to house n

squadron.” the writer nays,

*whereas Austrin controls the whols of

the upper Adriatic from Pola, the mid-

dle Adriatic from 8etenco and Spalato,

. And the lower Adriatio ns far as Corfu

from Oattaro, henides having other ex-
callent *harbors.

“Thus Austrin i mistreas of the
Adiriatic in spite of the immense in-

make us master of our owm hotise.
We deaire that she, by all her forces,
Ih_\.- her eonsclence, shall uphold our |
right to Trentino and Trieste, Dal- |
| matia and the Curzolari Islinds, An/

{we nead steel for thelr hulls, and wo |
| nesd alrplanes and aviators.” |

Mr. Warren, describlng the work ot |
the Italinn navy, says:

“Atrip to Venlce and along the Adri-
atic coast has enabled me to admire
Admiral di Revel's men and to learu |
|oxarn>- the extemit of the great and
noble work which they have per-
formed during the last three years. I/
had imagined this work to be par-|
| tieularly arduous and diMeult, for 1/
| was familiar with the natural advas.
tages which Austrin enjoyed on the
Adrintic coast, having had the good

fortune to spend several months '
yachting In these waters
“In order to nulllfy thess advan-

tages a prodiglous effort on the rnn'
of the Italinns was necessary, for on
this conat, as well as on her land
frontiers, Austria had, hy shady treat-

 ies, assured herself of auch a superior

geograpkionl s=ltantion that 1t Ae-
manded almost superhuman courape
and energy to cope with it. T am sur-

prised that such herolsm has passed
more or less unnoticed

Facts Abont Navy's Service.

“I do not mean to aay that ofMcially
the servicea rendered by the Itallan
fleet are not recogmized, but, as has
often happened in this war, In which
B0 many divers elements are partici-
pating, public opinlon having In mnd
the mos=t hriltinnt explolts has perhaps

feriority of Fer fleet as compared with Loverlooked collahorators loss in ovie
that of Ttaly and of her allles. Bhe[dence in this great and common snter-

can at any moment bring out her
wvessels from any point of the mag-
nificent coast ahe has stolen from us,

and we have not a single port to har- |

bor ships of great tonnage. Her phipa
oan alwayvs find refuge within short
‘dlstance, wherens Itallan vesssls can
oaly take shelter at Venlee or Rrindist,
our only natural naval ports, some 800
milea apart and not practical for large
modern warships,

A *Italy entered the war to free her
#sema and regain her territory. Hhe
refused the Cerman offors of a vast
golonial empire—Corsica, the prov-
fnces of Nire and Bavoy, which are
now prosperous under the democreatic

of a sister natiom and conse-
quentiy excluded forever from our as-
pirations. Italy preferoed the rocks of
the Carso and the Curzolar! Teles,
*Wae are not waging a war of con-
quest. but strugeling to throw an in-
troder out of our home. We need
Amarica to help us fres ourselves and

By STERLING HEILIG.

LL American aviators trainsd
at home must be trained
agaln, or ‘finlshed, In

Prance through the perfecting stage.”
This dacision is given as offfclal from
| Washington. In Paris much interest

is manifested, particularly in the way
these 100,000 men are to be coached
/for war in the alr—becauss the only
American aviators actually Aghting
.are those of the famous Lafayetta
@quadrilla, »still under French com-
(mand (but at the disposition of our
army), and members of the Lafayette
| ¥lying Corpa fighting in French squad-
irillas (but equally at the dimposition
of the American commander in chief),

1 went to ses the man -l:;o luﬂ:nu‘l
& principal role In organixing and re-
‘gruiting both squadrilla and fiying
esorps. Dr. BEdmond Gros, aa & medical
student in 8an Francisco years ago,

. held In the same season both ths mid-
dle and heavyweight amatsur wreat-
ling champlonahip of the Olymplc Club.

' When the war broke out he was phy-

;slclan of the American Colony of Paris.
He was a prims organizer of the
- American Ambulancs Hospltal of Neu-

-Paris, undertook the heavy direc-
on of transporting its wounded, fos-
tered the American Ambulance fleld
pactions, and then, with Norman
Prince, William Thaw and M. de 8Slllac,
@rganizad and recruited the squadrilla
and fiying corps and did all the routine
work of the latter,

Incldentally Dr. Gros gave up his
practice and turned his house In the
Avenus de Eols Into & recruiting bu-
Teaun, where he examined physically
and morally every man of the 300
members of hoth Aying organizationa

“What good will squadrilla and fly-
ing corps do to the American army In
Prance?' [ asked. “That Is now the
main question, is it not, apart from
thelr past glory won in fighting with
the French?"

“Of coursa It (0" replied Dr. Gros,
“and here |5 the answer, This war
has transformed all eomputations of
time. In ordinary life a week In A
week and o month is i month, Wow
& day Is & week, a week o month and
a month i a year! Any process hy
which the American armies can save
' time advances the progress of things
and Is immensely valuabla,

“What the squadrilla and flying
corps have donoe I8 this—they havae
got a little ahead of the game, Things
are now prepared which ecould other-
wise have been preparcd only months

ce; and wa present the American
army with 300 war aviators advanced
ahead of the mnss of men preparing
at home. We have Amerleans on the

.front, fghting, knowing how to fight
in the alr. Mherwise thera would nnt
be a #mingle American to-day who had
heard the sound of anti-nirernft
gun or felt shrapnel bhursting around
‘hiw plane. Tut as n 1ot we have 300
Amerieanas who will Y» ready to tell
pewcomern: 'This Is the trick!' *This

 §a what the German tangos dn'' *This

an

8 what you must do or be killed!*"
Pr. Gros then sketohed briefly the
story of squadrilin and Aving corps
e=tha latter less well known, often
3 menrounded. Tt is “The Lafiyvette Wly.
\,_lﬂ‘ Corps of the French Forelgn

| Legion.”

U The squadrilla war aidvecated early
8 gm 1015, when bt few Americans were
i 4n the Forclgn Lep ! Amerjcan
L meutrality made thinae dellegtn, Fi-
matly, Gen. Hirsehnier o1 & lunch at

o Bemulor Maeunlor's housa, ln piehenns
’.’2‘- Robert Bacon (now Major Bacon),

 CAFAYETTE

FOUNDED BY AMERICAN PHYSICIAN IN PARIS

peise. True, the public have learned
of the admirable tenacity and lovalty
of Cardopa's men in the recent Carso
offeneive, an they conquered, rock by
rock, the helghta which bar the way |
to Trieste. but tiey know less of the
part played by the Italian fleet In the
NMght for victory.

"“The ohject of the expose which fal-
lown iz to dispel all hesitation and mis-
understanding which inevitably arises
when one s called upon to judge an

event of mo complex a nature. All that
I relate has been actually seen or
driwn  from  reliable  sources and

chegked from officinl documents In or-
der ta put before the reader only the
trith, the facts themselven,

“The declaration’ of war hetween |
Italy and Austrin wns the slgnal for |
the hombardment, on the part of the |
rnamy of the entire Adrintic const, bhut |
nnt n singla ana of the lecalities sp |
| trencheroualy hombarded was fortified,
'Riminl, Anconn, Ortona. Termoll,

QU

pronounced the project feasible; and
an order eame from Freneh huur!-i
quarters, approved by Joffre, that'
Willlam Thaw, Victor Chapman. Nor- |
man Prince and Didlor Masson should
be grouped as a French aviatlon unit. !
Certaln membhers of the American |
ambulances (of which Dr. Gros di- |
rected the transportation) were at-
tracted and were sent to the schools
of Bue and Pau. Among these

I

squadrllla, not mentioned aa Ameri-
o Alsace; and as soon as It began |
to fly It revenled itself as one of the |
beat In the French army.

Appreciating its value as a fighting |

squadrilla to Verdun, whers it made |
many remarkabla  fights Capt. I
Boelcke, tha German ‘Superfalcon.' |

Ing with tha Americans and thelr
pugnacious stubhornness It
near Verdun that Victor Chapman

Neullly hospital. Norman Princa and
NeAr Alsace.

“Meanwhile the exploita of these |
splendid  hernes bermame known  to
Amarican bhoys at home” egald Dr |
Gros.

humanity and lherty, they hraved |
neutrality laws, passport diMoultjes, |
and even worked thelr way to France
on cattle boats.' - |

A committee to welcome them was
formed In Paris, composed of Dr, Gmn.l
M. de Billae, Lawrence Slades, Freder-
fck Allen, Bentley Mott and W, K. |
Vanderbilt, and an organization was |
started on both sides of the Atlantic
and funds wera ohtalned.

“The financial side was supported |
almost entlrely by ona man,” sald Dr,
Groa. "W. K. Vanderbllt from tha
first mrasped the importance of the
movement and had n vielon of what It
would mean for Amerliea in the fu-
ture—because none of us ever douhted
that aur country would finally take
her placs. Mr. Vanderblt supported
the expenses To facilitate traning
$40 n month was allowed each man
from the private funds of the Flying
Corps—for sap the new recruiting |
organization was ecalled, The uniform |
wns glven when they won thelr pllot's
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|tiken over by the American army.
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Gros, organizer

Tremitl, Manfredonia, Barletta, Bari
were almultaneously, or nearly so,
under fire from Austrian guna,

"This cowandly act proved once agaln
fo the whole world the scanly reapect

whers he had exceptional | to malerinl ald we need destroyers to | the Centrnl Powers had for treaties
for studying the Itallan navy f protect our ships from submarines; |and conventions; it was not as though | |

this bombardment served any military
end; the fact that Belglum was In-
vaded must not he considered an Iso-
lated act, but the loglcal conseqliencs
of n sy=tem based on the employmont
of unrestricted violenee,

“This hombardment declded the role
to be played by the Itallan navy dur-
Ing the Arst monthe of the war; name-
1y, the negessity of defending the en-
tire Adrintie coast by reorganizing it.
to hope to meet the enemy in the
new ralda which he
might attempt and then to teach him

| the lessnn he well deserved—finally, to

attempt to draw the enemy out of
FPola by successive actlons and to at-
thck him on the high seas. Buch wers
the tnctics of the fleet at the beginning

| of hostilitios.

“With this end In view many long
and tiring criulses wers undertaken, in
the eourse of which tha light torpedo
boats werg put te a hard test, while
[he grenter part of the heavier naval
forces wors kept on the qu! vive in
rongtant expectation of a fAght with
the enrms
“Hut thelr expectations were dcomed
Alsappointmest, and after several
weeks of searching In valn the com-
mundd to the conclusion that
the Austrinng would never run the risk

verpting battle and that it was a
Waste nf time to try to draw them
far from thelr coasts.

“It therefors became necessary to
dig the (eiemy out, to harass him near
hi= bases anAd at the same time to take
advantage of the voyage to pay him
bark (n part for the bombardment of
earlier days. Tt was then that a se-
ries of daring raldas wers begun with
extraordinary elan: small units pene-
trated into the Dalmatian Archipslago
searching every bay and rock. Than,
a5 the dnemy could not ba found,
thess raids were renewsd with the
help of crulsers. Signalling stations

tn

famo

(and Jighthouses were shelled, parties

were Innded, coast telegraph communss
cations and submarines wera de-
Atroyved, but no challenge succeeded
in bringing the Austrians out.
“"Hidden in thelr caverrns behind the
admirable  rampart of
rature has given them for the de-
fence of thelr bases, the Austrians did
not reply to the Itallan effort to force
A hittie, and Italy, who could not bring
herself to glve up her dream, redoubled
her effarts. She semt a divislon ot
critlaera to hombard the enemy's coast

Le " near Cattiro, while another division

isles which |
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tute at Vallona & solid naval base.
Neots, cannons, mines, searchilghts,
Ianding atages, sheds for food, com-
bustibles, ammunition, in fact all ma-
terial which I8 necAsSsAry in & country
bara of all resources, had to be shipped
and sent across the Adriatic.

Accomplishment at Vallona,

“At that time no one had any iea
of the unceasing and untiring ener-
glea of the Itallan Admiralty, but he
who sees Vallona now cannot but ad-
mirs the work which has been done.
The Admiralty has accomplished its
task in the ‘mosat brilllant manner,

Y _——

ITALIAN ADRIATIC

steamed up the Adriatic and began a
series of offonaive raids in the waters
adjacent to I'oln and In the Gulf or
Trieste, supporting in this manner the
right wing of the army which was
fighting bravely on (ke Isonzo. The
first bombardment directed agains:
Raguso and the rallway running to
Cattaro did not move the ememy, so
a sacond attack’ was resolved upon in
| the same waters, It resuited n the
| loze of the Garlbaldi and in the upper
Adriatle the Amalfl was munk.

An FEnd to Chivalry.

“Thens two losses did not materially
| diminiah the atrength of the fleat, but
| they might have had a demoralizing

effect. The mavy and tha natlon sup-
ported them hravely, only it was evi-
dent from that moment that all gener-
josity, all daring, all fine tradition
must be banished from modern svar~
fare, and that cold calculation, trick-
| ery and surprise were the only arma
| to employ in A struggle characterized
| by extensive use of submarines and
| minea,

| "In order to put this syatem of
fighting Into operation the enemy
adopted & new unity of tacties. That
|Is, for the old way of fgrting was
! substituted one of tha submarine, asrn- [
plane, torpsdo boat. The Austrian |
coast, hy Its natural eonfiguration, lent |
itself admirably to the formation of
this new arm; Ita employ waa farili-
tated by the ‘short distanca which
separates the two coasts, of which one
| [tks Ttallan]) is extremely diMicult to |
defend, whereas the other [the Aus-
trinn] In provided with all protection
by nature.

“Thus that which was poasible for
! the Austrians on aoccount of their
geographical situation was not possibla
for tke Itallans whom nature had not
favored in this respect.

“The appearance of this new policy
cut short all further actlon of the
Inrge warships and all hepa of great
battlan disappaared

AND FLY

certificate. Thelr hote] expenses wers
patd whien they cames up to Paris, To
encourage exploita at the front prizes
wers piven for citatlons for bravery.

The 'toix do Guerre meant a check

fur $100; ecach palm an extra §50; |regulators.”
the militiry medal $200, and the “This, apart from acrobatlcs? I
Legion of Honor $8004° aaked.

“Prance tosday has a desp feeling| “Yes; they must learn, frst. the

for all these linds of the Squadrilla and

were Flylog Corps, and, by the fact, a which they are golng to use in fight-
MoConnell, Cowden and Balsley. The similir jove and confidence extends to ing. Acrobatica are to give the aviator

all American sviators, aye, and sol-

can, but slmply as “N 124" was sent | Mers coming to coach and fight In|learned; becat

France!
The Filving Corps, heretofors, had

to recently whenewver a member of the

unit, the French command sent the |Equadrilla was killed, wounded or fell to bring him down

{1 he was replaced or resnforeed by the
top man on the walting list of the Fly-
Ing Corps, nand as the wmiting llat

mentioned n hia ook his first meet- | swalled, muny were detached to French | almost impossible to follow the Eyra-

Bquadrillas Others complate thelr

wns | 'rench conching daily, All are at the abls duels he has never been seriously |

. have war here—in
was killed and Balsloy so terribly  The only distinetion they are sure to| America there is no war. Our avintors
wounded that he {s still at our great | lave, compared with other American |need war coaching,

=g

of

asition thes American army. |

aviators, will be a badge given them by |

Rockwell had been killed fn the Vosges | the committeo of the Flying Corps, in- | other than duelling pilota,
| dicating that they have besn members  Important matter,

of it and wern valunteers befora being |

et " I
“The training at home,” Dr. Gros,

“Attracted by thom and in- |58ld. “does not fit & man immedintely b & homber; and he knows
apired by & high thought of duty tn /10 step Into a fighting plann at the cally nothing about the great

fret Machines home have even
& different control. Here, also, as re-
quired by war. they are lighter, more
dellcate to the rouch, much faster in
Ianding and more difficult to handle
This 1s why every Ameriean pllot, ne
matter how clever he may be at home,
must go through what |8 called the
perfecting stage, which may last only

nt

|

|
|
\
|

ING CORPS

'thm or four weeks, In an aviation
school In France, where he will learn
[to 4y fast Nisuports and Spads and
|heavy bombardment planes and tech-
|nlcal observation planes and artillery

| machine or similar typs of machine

war control of such machine when

148 gucceas In modern n!r:
fighting depends entirely on hmﬁilnn
| the machins and abliity to executs the |

| been the feeder for the Squadrilla. Up -evolutions which make it imposaible

| for extremely difMcult) for the enemy |
Guynemer's trick |
|of getting away from enemy fire In dua]
jentrely to his acrobatics, When
| Guynemer s fighting In the air {t ia!

"tions of hia plane. 8o, In his innumer- |

wounded! We
All is there."
Ro far few Americans have been

It Is an

"The American Ly naturally fAtted
o be a sololst of the alr,” sald Groa
“He likes to be. He doss not want to

aviation
roleas of observer and artillery regu-
lator. Ho does not want to have A
passenger. Many tell me that when
they have n passenger they are ner-
vous bocause they think of the PAS.
senger's gecurlty, while If alone they
do not need to worry about such mat-
tors and are bolder fghters. But it
will be necesaary to chooss men who
will make good bombardiers on welght

carrylng planes as well an observers |

and artillery regulators, becauss the
American army must have n complete

aviatinn."

As u fact, he concluded, alr duellists
really exist only to protect the really
Important airmen of the war—the
bombardiers, ohservers and artillery
regulators,

An 1 left Dr. Gros T asked him my
Airst question agrin.

“Whut about the 300 men of the
8quadrilla and Flying Corps?"

“I tnke A prids in IL" ha answered,
“that these men are much nhead by
thelr volunteering. Bome volunteered
tafore America entored the war and
others volunteered after, hut all will
have thelr scomplets war experionce
long befors the mass of American
Aviators are ready to go to the front
They will havg flown again and again
over tha German lines Into the Ger-
man rear!

“You know" he concluded, *“the
French attach immense Importunce to
the actual Nying over the lines. Auto-
matieally a pilot becomes sergeant
when ha has flown a totality of thirty
houras over the enemy lines. A man
who has done this, it |s considered, has
been shot at agaln and again by antl.
alroraft guns, has felt shrapnel hurst
around him and has probably met
enemy machines In the adr. He s con-
sldered Immeénsaly superior to the hest
fiyer in an aviation school, In trush,
the quality of & man at the front is
not so much determined hy his flying
cleverneas in an aviation camp. The
fqualities which make the war flier are
not only clever handling of his ma-
¢hine

(Iimmensely Important, never-
theless), but the higher qualities
which come Into play—judgment,

T TPty i o S 'ﬁ“&.&z |qulckness, presgnce of mind and phys!-
AT W o cal and moral courage—which ¢an only
o revealed In tha terrible furnace

of the Lafayette, Which: 58 SAINA ‘waki® ’

COAST ‘GUARD TRAIN .

“Tre uncedsing efforta of tha navy
to provoke a bhattle had been seconded
by an herial Meet whose object was to
make the anchornge of "ola uninhah-
ftable; but Italy, ke England, had
recognized too Inte the great impor- |
tance of aerlal means of warfare, and |
durlng the first period of the war the |
restricted number and power of the |
alrplanes did not allow of the result |
which might have heen expected from
W better organieation. {

“Thus In the autumn of 1915 andm‘l:
the first perlod of activity of tha|
Ttalian fleet, Ita objective had heen |
the protection of the coast, and an o
haustive pearch for the enemy In arder
to draw him out, to attack him and to
wrest from Fim the control of the |
Adriatie, & period of herolsm and dls-
1lluaion which was to end by ahandon-
ing the noble ldeasn of the past and
adopting the reptilian system of under-
sea warfare,

“The transformation was rapidly of-
facted and proved the force and youth
of a people capable In such a short
space of time of adapting themselves
to new eonditions

“The change nf policy of the Ttallan
Admiralty wus not long In heing real-
Ized, 1taly gnon discovered and worked
to ite utmost the only advantages that |
tha conformation of its coast offered.
This conformation is such that at any
moment, and at any point, 12 permits
of the transport by ridl of A numbar
of cannon superior to thoss of the
enefmy's squadron

“Armored tralne wara canatructed in
n very shart space of time and armed
with cannon from the fleet and antf- |
alreraft guna. These traine  kept
watch all along the Adriatle coast,

4
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barrier of the Dalmatian Iales, it hns
never agaln attempted to coms out and
bombard the Itallan coasts, but has
vented its rage by organizing aecrinl
ralds on the monuments of Venies,
whils by sea tha most strongly fori.
fled places have been attacked by Tinl-
ian torpedo boats.

“This Iatter period dates from the
morning when an Itallan torpedo hont
succeaded, with extraordinary darin,
In entering.ths port of Trieste, Tla
crew deposited on the beach saver
packets of proclamations addressed 1,
the population. From that momen:
‘bold Incurslona succeeded each oiher
at intervals mors and more frequent

“The second vislt was to the sl
town of Parenso, capital of Tatrin
Pirano, the Italian nationalist town
par excellence, was ona morning =
prised to see an Italian torpedo hont Iy
its harbor. Ths crew even tnak un
Austrian gendarme prisoner. Afrer
ward the torpedo boats went to Punta
Balvore, opposita Pirano, and later
risked penstrating into ons of tha Iinl-
matian channals,

“Four times torpedn bhoats forcad the
fates of Duraszzo, although the en
trance to the port was obstructed |y
ruins and defended by numerous bni-
teriea of heavy long range guns. Tha
last Ttallan raid on Durazzo took place
during the night of November 1.4,
1816. On this occasion a large enemv
transport was sunk. After accoome
plishing thelr misslon the Ttalluns
withdrew undar tha fira af thae
teriea, pursued by an enamy aquadron,
but onca out In the apen the enemy
turnad tall without Inflieting any dAam-
ags.

The Hold Attacrk on Pala.

*The boldast of thess Incursions was
cartainly the ane on November 2, 1114
A light squadron got am far as the
Fasana Channel and entered the very
port of Pola. This military port has
the reputation of balng impenetrabis,
and as a matter of fact, all effort tn
penetrate it had up to that day besn
frultiess.

“Pola Is situated at the end of a
weory narmw gulf; two strips of land
jut out into the sea for rome distance
and thess poaitions wersa amply pro-
vided with defenalve warka Tha
mouth of the gulf does not open Alrect
into the sea but Into tha Fasana Chan-
nal. 'This latter is formed by Brioni
Island, which, being of elongnted
form, stretches parallal ta tha coast
Beasidea the Fasana thera exist saviral
other channels,

“The islands alsn are adequately
provided with heavy long ranege guns
A battleghip bafore gatting to the port

to paas through barrage works
clomed mince August, 1914, not tn spenk

trian torpedo hoats and airplanes wers | capture.

more than once surprised by tha Ital.
|ian gunfire.

! “The creation of tha armorad trains
rapidly salved tha prohlem of coast de-
Lfenne and diminighed, If it di4 not sn-
tirely suppress, the tactical superinrity |
lof tha Austrians, who formerly wers |
|able ta attack when and wherever they |
| pleased, nwing, as T have sald, 1o their

|

'lnl'ld long befars tha Ttallan forces conld |
ba brought from Venlce or Brindisl
“"But another graat advantage of this
Inatitutlon was the posaibility of em-
ploving patral ships and torpedo hoat
destrovers for other work than that of
|guarding the coastm; they could he |
lutilized for the new military misslons |

wWhich the now operationa rendered in- |
|dispensgahle. These operations may he
placed under threa headings:

“Transport of foodstuffs to Eesrbin
and Montenegro,

“Constitution of a bass at Valloha.

“Transport of the Berblan army.

"Iot ua consider these thres head-
ings in turn.

’ "Since the month of Octobar. 1918,
the lack of food in Serha and Monte- |
negro had assumed alarming propor- |
tions. This crisls preoccupled the al-
Hed Powern, and while France and'
(England  took it upon  themselyes
to furnish thes greater part of fond-
| stuffa the AiMecult task af transporting
|them to the coasts of Montenegro foll
| to Ttaly. |

*The Admirafty welcomad this lru:kl
with a right good will which unfor-|
tunately did not ind an echo on the|
opponite side of the Adriatic, Tf the |
graat guantities of foodstuffs, ‘rrnml-l
ported with nll kinds of d!l“l'i('ulnaul
across the Adrintic, did not arrive in
the hands of the vallant 8srbinn and |
Montensgrin soldlers this must he at-
tributed first to the perfect aystem of
spying  organized by Austrians in
Montenegro and  Albanin:  secondly
to tha loenl difMieniues of tranaport, |
and lastly to systematin thieving hy
tribes and brigands, probably in the |
pay of Austrina,

“But the arcomplishment by the |
Itallan navy is none the lesa great
In n dificult season, In rough weathor, |
In tho midst of mines and submarines
and at only a fow miles from a power-
ful enemy naval base like Cattaro It
performed  admirably the task en-
Lrust to It |

“The problem was particularly aim- |
cult to solve, nx It was impossible to
employ shipa of Inrge or medlum ton-
nage. the parts whern the ships an- |
chored wern not deep enough and the
lack of Inbor and marchinery at the |
landing pointa would have obliged
vessuls of large tonnage to remain too
Imig before being unloaded and would |

“It was therefora necsssary to raly
on akips of small capacity and so maka
up in number for what was lost In unit
dimension. Italy launched in the Adri-
atlc a part of these vessels -salling,

steam and motor, Tt was Like o comipe-
titton organized by the navil suthorl-
ties in the shipping centre of the ponls

sula, and on this occaslon. ng wall as
during the lIanding aperattons, of which
T shall speak presently, the seafaring

spirit aof the Ttallan people proved ft-
self worthy of its anelent teadition

“"Tha traMe of foodstinffs wus necom-
plished under tha protection of tarpedo
boats, which on aceount of the fre-
qitenicy of the voyiaees and the inelem-
ency of the wenther, wors siulijocted to
riuda tegts,  The AiMeulties ttereasand
when tha military situation of the Al-

"Mes demamied the constitution of n
hase at Balonica, for in order to convoy
'the numerous  transports  earrving

troops to Muacedonia the French wern
obliged to withdraw thelr terpedo boat
destrovers from the Adriatie

“Thus Ttnly was left alons, and had

by her own means to assura thea re
vietimlling of Serbla and Mantenegro
“In the meantima the Dalkan horis
zon began 1o darken: the expe!inn
agninst Serhin became an  act
Without golng Into details concerning
tha course of the war during the winter
of 18156, we must bear i mind that
the alltance between Dalgaria and the
Central Powers ones signoed, nnd the
Austro - Bulearo - Germnn campaln
onecs commoncst, the whale militnry
situation in the Adrintie inimedintelsy
felt the counter stroke. It belonged

to France and England to
entrance to the FRenan Sen at Sutonlca |
It was Ttady's task 1o prevent Austria
from thking possesslon of tha hey to

tha Adrintle, Vallona. Balonlea and
Vallona wera to vonstitute the firat
elemoents of the future wvise destined

oventually to  tighten  roumd
Austro-Bulgarn-German army

“Italy was then sudienly foroed tn
transform her primitive occupation at
Vallona into a great milltary enter
prise on the eastern ghores of the
Adrintle, while at the same tims the
heavy burden of war was weighlne
upon her on the Isangs, In the Alps,
nud In the Trentino, 1f the aperations
in the apen sea are at all times dir-
Aeult and complex, they are much
more a0 in the narrow lower Adriatie
1t may be sald that the Otrante Chan-
nel ieto the Adriatie what the FEnglish
Channel &2 th the North Bea

“To transport her urmy to Vallona
and to supply it, Ialy had to make

the

the same sacrifices as Engiand in the .

transport of her army o France
“The first necessity was Lo consti-

bar tl Ll

and efMclency. Tt ia & duty te render
hamnga to the Admiralty, for the con-
ldittons under which this work was
carried out wera axtraordinarily com-
plieated and arduous.

“IWhils the preparations for the base
at Vallona were procecding, whila the
army and war material wers heing got
ready to sand to tha other alds, while
steamships were helng concentrated, an
unionked for ohetacle eropped up,

"From the interior of Sarbia rafugees
and prisoners were arviving on the seas
conkt; they wera convoyed In two dif.
forent directions, to Vallona and Du-
™My It was therfors necessary to

1 the mastery of the port of Du-

rRzEeEn

“Itnly 414 nnt henltnte an instant,
and aveomplished the necessary. Due
razzo and Vallonn wera ths two ar-
torios throtneh whioh the great huy-
manitarinn work aof transporting pris-
oners was performed. Hera {8 nelther
the moment nor tha place to be sentl-
mental, Yt thosnavho saw theas human

ehadows fall from fatigeue and pain
canygot 01!l to admire the plous work
necamplished By Ttaly, She saved
gomme 20000 prisoners from certaln
death ambl =ubmarines lving in walt,
to gay nothing of flonting minea. How
many Ttallan Nves were gacrificed in
* mecomplishing this humane duty?

To sum up, from December 16, 1816,
to tha end of Fehruary, 1918, some
280000 men and & conslderabls num-
ber of quadrupeds wera transported by
means of tYie eamships under the es-

eort of unlts of the Itallan flect and
wiled ghips from one alde of the Adri-

atie to the other
“To thesa men It 18 nacersary to add
AONON0 hundeedweight of material

loaded an 100 steamshipe, chiefly of low
| tonnnee

"The enemy tried ton opposs this
wmovement by the continual activity of
thelr aerlal floet, by laving mines In
the gones ornased, hy attempting on
severn! acoasions tn enter into action
with tarpedn hoats suppoarted by eruls-
era, and by attacking ten times with
submarines,  All these attempts, al-
though taking placa in n space re-
stricted In area were complately balked
by the gscorting fleat, Not a single
Serblan solilier was lost At men,

Daring Ralds on Ports,
"When the salvation of the Serblan
irmy was effected and Duragsn, which

hadd hoen occupled 1o prowsct tha re-
trent, was evacuated. a new perlod of

netivity, which still continues, eom-
menesd for the Ttalinn navy. In this
period. wihich extends from the spring

{1016 1o the present time, the srig-
el in the Adriatic has bheen charas-
| terized by the eomplete absence of the

Austrian navy, Fnclosed behind the

\

{'ﬁm.nkll te this means of defeance, Aus-) hava exposed them te destruction or| riving a striking proof of {ts force)of mines and other obstacles of r!

kinds.

“Tempted by the danger, tha Ttallan
commanders d!d not hesitata and were
able to reach the port of Pala. The:
succeeded, as T have already men
tioned, In getting a Ught mquadron
through In spite of tha barrngs works
Tha vessels got as far as the
where the great Austrian warship
were anchored. Aftér manmuvrineg
for a couple of haura in the port they
fired twa torpedoes at ons of the goan:
warships, but tha torpedoes wern
caught In the protecting neta  The
Austrians themasives admit that thes
found two torpednes and the Agstyin:
press aven complimented tha Tta (s
commanders on thelr exjiloit,

“As moon as the senrchllghts dls
covered the presence of Italian shy
ths fort batteries entersd intn acting
which, however, did not prevent 1
Itallans from getting away ecatlielosy
The warshlp fired at did not sink, b
the legend of the Inviolability of Ta
was destroyed and the Austrians weise
obliged to take other measiyres 1
assurna themselves against attack

*®uch are, briefly, the main even's
which marked the action of the Ttallan
navy in tha Adriatie for tha last th
vears. [ leave the public tn gniies
tha patlence and energy which
events have demanded, It serms o
miracle when we consider that in s«
of her Inferiority from n goograplinad
point of view Italy has been pn'la '
hold the Ausirians In check t: 1)
extent of barring their wny t5 thelr
coasta and to accomplish n Eeries
| oparations of first fmportance dndor
|l‘hn contlnual menace of tha epen

fleet, TIn the Adriati-, as ¢
the struggle was u |
riatlc, as on the Carso,
friends have been vlotarione

FANG

L]

ot

e 4

It Ail=

. 4
our 1

Hinn

BEACH JOYS ON THE ROOF

HERE ara peopla in The I3
who are enjoving minst of
advantagens of thaonvean ben

without a tithe of the discomton
talled in getting o them. 1
elrvuted and trolley ears and hot =
| way trains heald no terrars for
|errhr‘r are they put out when the
| Coney Ixland bath house propricto

| raise thelr prices and charge ndmi
alon to the sinds,

|  They get the advantages of 1he
shore, yet they stay &t home A
| rigged up on the roof, a bit af Mmoo
| quito  netting far protection when
| thona stinging peats ares about, ap i
A brimming piteher of something «
frothy and dark are all the “po
I required. Then the whole fam
| moves up tn the ronf In the ront
| the evening and snjoys the |
h'hrhzzu blowing over the un lea b
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